
DINO PETS 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

 
~ As you read Dino Pets, have children act out the 
concept words as they are read in the story—get 
as BIG as possible, move arms in FAST running 
motion, spread arms as LONG as possible, etc. 
 
~ Challenge children to add just ONE new 
dinosaur to the Dino Pets book. Which dino would 
they add—the heaviest, the loudest, the 
toothiest, or which one? Then have them work 
together to write the words, draw the 
illustration, plus research and write the facts 
about the dinosaur they added to the story. 
 
~ For Gr. 3-4 students, read them Dino Pets and 
then challenge them to create a class book in 
the format of Dino Pets—except the class book 
cannot be about dinosaurs. It has to be about 
animals that are alive today—animals from a 
target habitat (i.e. jungle, ocean, forest, desert). 
Each student in the class must choose an animal 
from that habitat to write a fictional page for a 
class book (why it would not make a good pet) as 
well as researching and writing facts about the 
chosen pet. Combine all students’ work into a 
class book. See organizers and samples on the 
following pages for a class that did the arctic 
for a habitat. 
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HABITAT/ANIMAL STORY: 
Fun (Fiction) & Facts (Nonfiction) 

 
Fun/Fiction Part of My Story: 
 
Student’s name: ______________________________ 
  
 
Went where, to what habitat? ________________________ 
 
 
To get what animal for a pet? ________________________ 
 
Why would your animal NOT make a good pet? What was 
the problem with it? (i.e. it’s too big, too noisy, sheds 
feathers) 
 
 
What are THREE ways this problem can get in the way 
when you have it for a pet? (i.e. If it’s too big, it won’t fit 
through door of your house, it breaks a chair when sitting at 
the table for breakfast, it gets stuck in the shower.) 
1. 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
3. 
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Name:________________ Animal:______________ 
 
Fact/Nonfiction Part of My Story: 
Write 3 questions about your animal. What do you want to know more about it? 
Think of things related to why it is not a good pet or causes problems when you 
bring it home. (i.e. If your pet is too small & keeps  getting lost, you might want to 
know how big it was as a baby, how big it is as an adult, & how much it weighs) 
Question 1. ______________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
Answers: 
 
 
 
 
Question 2. ______________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
Answers: 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 3. ______________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
Answers: 
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These four pages show a sample from a third grade class Habitat/Animal book. They 
studied the arctic for their habitat. The whole class worked on the opening page and the 
closing page to the story. Plus two middle student pages are included here (many more 
middle pages were in their actual book—one page for each student). Thanks to Mrs. 
Dussault & her Lewiston, Maine class for sharing their “Arctic Adventure.” 
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