DINO PETS
LEARNING ACTIVITIES
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~AS YOU READ DINO PETS, HAVE CHILDREN ACT OUT THE
CONCEPT WORDS AS THEY ARE READ IN THE STORY—GET
AS BIG AS POSSIBLE, MOVE ARMS IN FAST RUNNING
MOTION, SPREAD ARMS AS LONG AS POSSIBLE, ETC.

~ CHALLENGE CHILDREN TO ADD JUST ONE NEWwW
DINOSAUR TO THE DINO PETS BOOK. WHICH DINO WOULD
THEY ADD—THE HEAVIEST, THE LOUDEST, THE
TOOTHIEST, OR WHICH ONE? THEN HAVE THEM WORK
TOGETHER TO WRITE THE WORDS, DRAW THE
ILLUSTRATION, PLUS RESEARCH AND WRITE THE FACTS
ABOUT THE DINOSAUR THEY ADDED TO THE STORY.

~FOR GR. 3-4 STUDENTS, READ THEM DINO PETS AND
THEN CHALLENGE THEM TO CREATE A CLASS BOOK IN
THE FORMAT OF DINO PETS—EXCEPT THE CLASS BOOK
CANNOT BE ABOUT DINOSAURS. ITHAS TO BE ABOUT
ANIMALS THAT ARE ALIVE TODAY—ANIMALS FROM A
TARGET HABITAT (I.LE. JUNGLE, OCEAN, FOREST, DESERT).
EACH STUDENT IN THE CLASS MUST CHOOSE AN ANIMAL
FROM THAT HABITAT TO WRITE A FICTIONAL PAGE FOR A
CLASS BOOK (WHY IT WOULD NOT MAKE A GOOD PET) AS
WELL AS RESEARCHING AND WRITING FACTS ABOUT THE
CHOSEN PET. COMBINE ALL STUDENTS’ WORK INTO A
CLASS BOOK. SEE ORGANIZERS AND SAMPLES ON THE
FOLLOWING PAGES FOR A CLASS THAT DID THE ARCTIC
FOR A HABITAT.
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HABITAT/ANIMAL STORY:
Fun (Fiction) & Facts (Nonfiction)

Fun/Fiction Part of My Story:

Student’'s name:

Went where, to what habitat?

To get what animal for a pet?

Why would your animal NOT make a good pet? What was
the problem with it? (i.e. it's too big, too noisy, sheds
feathers)

What are THREE ways this problem can get in the way
when you have it for a pet? (i.e. If it's too big, it won’t fit
through door of your house, it breaks a chair when sitting at
the table for breakfast, it gets stuck in the shower.)

1.
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Name; Animal:

Fact/Nonfiction Part of My Story:

Write 3 questions about your animal. What do you want to know more about it?
Think of things related to why it is not a good pet or causes problems when you
bring it home. (i.e. If your pet is too small & keeps getting lost, you might want to
know how big it was as a baby, how big it is as an adult, & how much it weighs)

Question 1.

Answers:

Question 2.

Answers:

Question 3.

Answers:
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These four pages show a sample from a third grade class Habitat/Animal book. They
studied the arctic for their habitat. The whole class worked on the opening page and the
closing page to the story. Plus two middle student pages are included here (many more
middle pages were in their actual book—one page for each student). Thanks to Mrs.
Dussault & her Lewiston, Maine class for sharing their “Arctic Adventure.”

i 's students were 0000
upon Lewistontown, Mrs. Dussaults S ' ‘
excitegr-]—c—(-%— tﬁey were going on a field trip to the ARC-II‘—thC!IdTI:]:?/satLrg/eenqﬁ S}n
i ir supersonic snowmobus. M_rs. Dus§au to . ,
DFci)Llurrrnyesocnugrtlalerver[i)/one. Go find your favorite Arctic animals to bring back

for pets. Everyone gets just ONE!”
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Angela’s Ground Squirrel

Angela was so excited when she heard she could take an animal
home, she almost fainted. She decided to get a ground squirrel. She put it
in her backpack so it didn’t run away. When Angela got home the squirrel
started to tear up all the mattresses. The squirrel was trying to make a
burrow. Angela’s mom was sooo mad. Then the squirrel started to tear up
all the pillows. The cotton and feathers were all over the house. Her mom
almost grounded Angela, but she didn’t. It was time for bed, and when
Angela and her brother were sleeping the squirrel tried to pull out all their
hair. They screamed and Angela’s mom came in. She said,”Angela g
Rl that squirrel has to go back to the Arctic!” So Angela sent it back.

Ground Squirrel Facts

The ground squirrel is a mammal. They make burrows so they can
hibernate and don’t freeze to death. Burrows are shallow and
underground. Their burrows are a deep as three rulers. Some of the
squirrel’s favorite foods are underground fungi and mushrooms which they

sniff out and dig up.
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Tristan's Narwhal

Tristan got so excited that he could finally get an Arctic animzLl.
quickly ran and found a narwhz!. The narwhal’s horn was too big. S0 1
narwhal had to be strapped on top of the bus. When they got homs ths
narwhal flopped up the stairs 2nd cut Tristan’'s bed in half, so Tr
in the living room. Tristan’s dac had just finished making a tree 7o
him. The narwhal came out nd sawed the tree house down. S
everyone went to the park. 7 rwhal stayed home and sawec *
house in half. Tristan’s mom szid. “Tristan Geyaiteies, scnc 1=
narwhal back!” So he did. SRR AT

Narwhél‘i:”a‘c»:ts

Anarwhal is 2 s
long. The narwhal’s name 1

[}

sez mammal. The narwhal’s horn is ten ==t

=zns “corpse whale” because it swims win 1S
belly up. The male narwhzals sometimes duel. The narwhal is shapec s 2
beluga and has about four inches of fat to keep it warm in the Arctic wzier.
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The next day when Mrs. Dussault’s students returned to school with

sad faces, Mrs. Dussault asked, “Why all the sad, long faces? Cheer up.
You all have new pets.”

“No, we don't,” the kids answered. “We sent them back to the Arctic.”
“Why?”, asked Mrs. Dussault.

The kids answered, “ They were a big headache. They don’t belong
in Lewiston They belong in the Arctic.”

Mrs. Dussault said, “Oh, that’s fine because today we’re going on a
new field trip in a four-wheeler bus to the jungle. This time you each get to
pick TWO jungle pets!”
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